
is honored to be hosting our Keynote Speaker Parry Aftab, esq.,
The Boston Herald calls her the leading expert on cybercrime in 
the United States. Parry Aftab is a security, privacy and 
cyberspace lawyer, as well as an author, columnist and child 
advocate. A substantial portion of her time is devoted to 
Internet issues involving children, from equitable access, to 
privacy, to safety, to helping develop quality and reliable 
content for children and risk management for schools. She also 
acts as a consultant to most of the children's Internet industry, 
helping them comply with the law, while improving the Internet 
experience for children. Where children and the Internet are 
concerned, Ms. Aftab's name is the �rst mentioned.  

Structured like a UN-experts summit, everyone will play a role in 
identifying the issues, goals and next steps of an action plan to create safer schools, 
safer students and safer digital technologies. Other leading experts from law 
enforcement, policy, education and the industry will share their thoughts from 
panels and hands-on workshops where participants will share their questions and 
experiences with the experts. Everyone will learn more about the risks and the best 
way to prevent and address them. We’re expecting a statewide turnout and an 
exciting experience for everyone involved. Learn how we can address the growing 
risks of cyberbullying, sexting, misinformation and hype,social networking 
and technologies, sexual exploitation and predation, porn, cell phones in 
school, youtube, Facebook and distracted driving while not shutting our 
students out of the digital world and share your ideas. 

This conference is an intense, interactive two day event with a goal to provide 
educators, policy makers and parents with an action plan for our community in 
dealing with the serious issue of bullying and technology.  We encourage and invite 
you to attend and actively participate in this important conversation.

June 21 & 22 on the MSUB Campus

Made possible through a 
partnership between 

2 day conference fee:
$179 (includes lunch both days)

To register for the conference call 
406-896-5890

One College Credit Fee $100
(pass/no pass)

To register for college credit go to 
www.msubillings.edu/onlineapplication

2MSUB’S SECOND ANNUAL SAFE SCHOOLS SAFE COMMUNITIES CONFERENCE…



MSU	
  BILLINGS	
  CONFERENCE	
  TO	
  BUILD	
  ACTION	
  PLAN	
  ON	
  BULLYING	
  	
  
	
  

Second	
  Annual	
  Safe	
  Schools	
  Safe	
  Community	
  involves	
  national	
  expert	
  on	
  cybercrime	
  
	
  
	
  
A	
  middle	
  school	
  girl	
  walks	
  home	
  from	
  school,	
  her	
  shoulders	
  heavy	
  from	
  enduring	
  the	
  slings	
  and	
  arrows	
  
of	
  another	
  day	
  of	
  bullying,	
  taunts	
  and	
  jeers.	
  	
  
	
  
But	
  there	
  is	
  no	
  respite	
  at	
  home.	
  Her	
  Facebook	
  profile	
  carries	
  the	
  digital	
  versions	
  of	
  verbal	
  ridicule	
  she	
  
faces	
  at	
  school,	
  reminding	
  her	
  that	
  there	
  is	
  no	
  longer	
  a	
  safe	
  haven	
  from	
  seemingly	
  endless	
  teasing	
  and	
  
hate.	
  	
  
	
  
For	
  some,	
  the	
  sadness	
  and	
  pain	
  can	
  be	
  almost	
  unbearable.	
  For	
  a	
  few,	
  suicide	
  feels	
  like	
  the	
  only	
  way	
  out.	
  	
  
	
  
Across	
  the	
  United	
  States,	
  stories	
  like	
  these	
  have	
  captured	
  headlines.	
  The	
  Myspace	
  insults	
  that	
  caused	
  
Megan	
  Meier	
  to	
  kill	
  herself	
  generated	
  a	
  much-­‐discussed	
  court	
  case	
  and	
  15-­‐year-­‐old	
  Phoebe	
  Prince’s	
  
suicide	
  was	
  recently	
  a	
  cover	
  story	
  in	
  People	
  magazine.	
  When	
  Jessie	
  Logan’s	
  naked	
  picture	
  made	
  it	
  from	
  
her	
  boyfriend’s	
  cellphone	
  to	
  the	
  whole	
  town,	
  she	
  took	
  her	
  own	
  life	
  rather	
  than	
  face	
  ongoing	
  harassment	
  
from	
  other	
  students.	
  
	
  
Bullying	
  is	
  no	
  longer	
  the	
  kids-­‐will-­‐be-­‐kids	
  issue	
  that	
  takes	
  place	
  in	
  school	
  hallways	
  and	
  playgrounds.	
  The	
  
pervasiveness	
  of	
  the	
  internet	
  and	
  social	
  networking	
  has	
  made	
  it	
  a	
  community	
  issue	
  that	
  needs	
  to	
  be	
  
addressed	
  on	
  a	
  community	
  level,	
  says	
  Parry	
  Aftab,	
  a	
  national	
  expert	
  on	
  cybercrime	
  issues	
  and	
  the	
  
keynote	
  speaker	
  at	
  a	
  conference	
  this	
  month	
  to	
  address	
  cyberbullying	
  and	
  sexting.	
  Her	
  TV	
  town	
  meeting	
  
with	
  Diane	
  Sawyer	
  on	
  sexting	
  brought	
  national	
  attention	
  to	
  the	
  issue.	
  	
  
	
  
MTV	
  began	
  looking	
  at	
  the	
  sexting	
  and	
  digital	
  abuse	
  issue	
  last	
  year	
  in	
  a	
  poll	
  conducted	
  with	
  Associated	
  
Press,	
  finding	
  that	
  1/3	
  of	
  the	
  teens	
  polled	
  admitted	
  to	
  receiving	
  or	
  sharing	
  a	
  sexual	
  or	
  nude	
  image	
  of	
  
another	
  teen.	
  Teenangels,	
  the	
  teen	
  cybersafety	
  leadership	
  program	
  operated	
  by	
  WiredSafety	
  (the	
  
charity	
  Ms.	
  Aftab	
  operates)	
  discovered	
  that	
  5%	
  of	
  the	
  10	
  -­‐12	
  year	
  olds	
  polled	
  had	
  taken	
  a	
  sexually	
  
provocative,	
  nude	
  or	
  sexual	
  image	
  and	
  6%	
  had	
  received	
  one	
  of	
  another	
  minor.	
  	
  
	
  
Montana	
  State	
  University	
  Billings’	
  second	
  annual	
  Safe	
  Schools	
  Safe	
  Communities	
  Conference	
  is	
  designed	
  
to	
  provide	
  community-­‐based	
  solutions	
  to	
  the	
  growing	
  issue	
  of	
  bullying	
  that	
  no	
  longer	
  bounded	
  by	
  fences	
  
and	
  buildings.	
  Each	
  participant	
  will	
  be	
  actively	
  involved	
  in	
  helping	
  frame	
  the	
  issues	
  important	
  to	
  them	
  
and	
  find	
  solutions.	
  At	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  two	
  day	
  event,	
  all	
  will	
  be	
  armed	
  with	
  an	
  action	
  plan	
  to	
  protect	
  our	
  
children	
  from	
  cyberbullies	
  and	
  keep	
  them	
  form	
  hurting	
  themselves	
  and	
  others	
  online.	
  
	
  
The	
  two-­‐day	
  conference	
  is	
  set	
  for	
  June	
  21-­‐22	
  at	
  the	
  MSU	
  Billings	
  main	
  campus,	
  1500	
  University	
  Drive.	
  
The	
  cost	
  is	
  $179	
  and	
  includes	
  lunch	
  both	
  days	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  latest	
  information	
  on	
  cyberspace	
  
issues	
  related	
  to	
  the	
  growing	
  risks	
  of	
  cyberbullying,	
  sexting,	
  social	
  networking	
  technologies	
  and	
  sexual	
  
exploitation	
  and	
  predation.	
  
	
  
For	
  an	
  additional	
  $100,	
  those	
  attending	
  the	
  conference	
  can	
  earn	
  a	
  college	
  credit.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  goal	
  of	
  the	
  conference	
  is	
  to	
  provide	
  Billings	
  and	
  Montana	
  residents	
  with	
  tools	
  to	
  battle	
  the	
  
cyberbullying	
  issue,	
  Aftab	
  said.	
  	
  



	
  
“The	
  goal	
  is	
  to	
  empower	
  them,”	
  the	
  attorney	
  said	
  from	
  her	
  East	
  Coast	
  office.	
  “They	
  don’t	
  need	
  someone	
  
from	
  New	
  York	
  to	
  teach	
  them	
  about	
  cybersafety.”	
  
	
  
Aftab	
  has	
  been	
  teaching	
  others	
  about	
  cybersecurity	
  and	
  related	
  issues	
  for	
  years.	
  A	
  cyberlawyer	
  since	
  
1994	
  and	
  a	
  longtime	
  child	
  advocate,	
  Aftab	
  wrote	
  the	
  first	
  book	
  for	
  parents	
  on	
  cybersafety	
  in	
  1997	
  and	
  
founded	
  and	
  runs	
  the	
  world’s	
  largest	
  Internet	
  safety	
  organization,	
  WiredSafety.	
  WiredSafety	
  operates	
  
stop	
  cyberbullying.org,	
  the	
  most	
  popular	
  cyberbullying	
  prevention	
  website.	
  Ms.	
  Aftab	
  is	
  frequently	
  
called	
  as	
  an	
  on-­‐air	
  expert	
  for	
  the	
  Today	
  Show	
  and	
  Good	
  Morning	
  America,	
  and	
  appears	
  regularly	
  on	
  CNN,	
  
Fox	
  News,	
  MSNBC,	
  ABC	
  News,	
  the	
  O’Riley	
  Factor,	
  CBS	
  News	
  and	
  NBC	
  News.	
  She	
  has	
  been	
  used	
  as	
  a	
  
resource	
  for	
  20/20,	
  Dateline,	
  Oprah,	
  Inside	
  Edition	
  and	
  48	
  Hours	
  and	
  is	
  consulted	
  on	
  issues	
  ranging	
  from	
  
cybercrime,	
  privacy	
  and	
  security,	
  cyber-­‐terrorism,	
  surveillance	
  and	
  spyware	
  and	
  cyberlaw	
  generally.	
  
	
  
	
  
At	
  the	
  Safe	
  Schools	
  Safe	
  Communities	
  conference,	
  Aftab	
  will	
  lead	
  participants	
  through	
  interactive	
  
discussions	
  to	
  help	
  hone	
  issues	
  into	
  solutions.	
  Different	
  stakeholders	
  —	
  from	
  educators	
  to	
  law	
  
enforcement	
  experts	
  to	
  parents	
  —	
  will	
  be	
  asked	
  to	
  help	
  create	
  an	
  action	
  plan	
  that	
  can	
  be	
  used	
  in	
  Billings	
  
and	
  Montana	
  to	
  battle	
  cyberbullying	
  issues.	
  	
  
	
  
“Everybody	
  has	
  a	
  stake	
  and	
  everybody’	
  has	
  a	
  voice,”	
  she	
  said.	
  “This	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  workshop	
  where	
  everyone	
  
will	
  have	
  to	
  answer	
  the	
  same	
  questions	
  from	
  their	
  unique	
  perspective	
  to	
  develop	
  a	
  solution.	
  The	
  goal	
  is	
  
to	
  build	
  a	
  cyberarmy	
  where	
  everyone	
  knows	
  their	
  role.”	
  
	
  
For	
  some,	
  she	
  said,	
  the	
  key	
  will	
  be	
  to	
  better	
  understand	
  the	
  technology	
  more	
  frequently	
  used	
  by	
  
children	
  and	
  teenagers.	
  But	
  that	
  doesn’t	
  mean	
  tools	
  such	
  as	
  Myspace	
  and	
  Facebook	
  are	
  inherently	
  bad,	
  
she	
  said.	
  	
  
“Social	
  media	
  has	
  risks	
  if	
  anyone	
  misuses	
  it,	
  but	
  also	
  keeps	
  people	
  connected,”	
  she	
  said.	
  “They	
  key	
  is	
  
addressing	
  it	
  without	
  throwing	
  out	
  the	
  baby	
  with	
  the	
  cyberbullying	
  bathwater.”	
  
	
  
Local,	
  state	
  and	
  international	
  experts	
  will	
  join	
  Aftab	
  at	
  the	
  two-­‐day	
  conference	
  and	
  will	
  lead	
  small	
  group	
  
and	
  panel	
  discussions	
  as	
  an	
  action	
  plan	
  is	
  developed.	
  	
  
	
  
For	
  more	
  information	
  and	
  to	
  register,	
  call	
  406-­‐	
  896-­‐5890.	
  
	
  


